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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for implementing a Packet Switched domain (PS)
short message service (SMS) includes: after receiving request
message containing an SMS-only indication transmitted by a
user equipment, a mobility management entity enquiring sub-
scription information of the user equipment from a home
subscriber server, and receiving the subscription information
of'the user equipment returned by the home subscriber server;
and when the mobility management entity supports the PS
SMS and the subscription information supports the PS SMS,
the mobility management entity transmitting request accep-
tance message to the user equipment, receiving and transmit-
ting an SMS between the mobility management entity and the
user equipment through a Packet Switched domain. Embodi-
ments of the present document further provide a system for
implementing a PS SMS and a user equipment. By means of
the scheme of the present document, the PS SMS can be
implemented in an EPS system.

12 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
IMPLEMENTING PACKET SWITCH
DOMAIN SHORT MESSAGE SERVICE, AND
USER EQUIPMENT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present document relates to a technology of imple-
menting a Short Message Service (SMS) of the 3rd Genera-
tion Partnership Project (3GPP), and in particular, to a
method, system for implementing a Packet Switched domain
(PS) SMS in an Evolved Packet System (EPS), and a user
equipment.

BACKGROUND OF THE RELATED ART

Mobile communication network services can be divided
into two categories in view of a technical implementation:
one is Circuit Switched (CS) services, such as voice services
and SMS services; the other is Packet Switched (PS) services,
such as web browsing services.

In order to effectively use mobile network resources, the
3GPP proposes Long Term Evolution (LTE), which is a sys-
tem architecture completely based on packets, and supports
real-time services and voice session services through the
packet architecture. The LTE based system is referred to as an
EPS, and the EPS architecture of the 3GPP is shown in FIG.
1.

Roaming is a major function of the mobile communication
network, different operators can allow subscribers to share
their networks by a roaming agreement, and roaming com-
monly occurs between networks of operators which are
deployed in different geographical regions. In order to iden-
tify an original network to which the subscriber belongs and
a new network to which the subscriber roams, both of the
networks are generally distinguished by a home location and
a visited location. When the network properties of the home
location and the visited location are the same, for example,
both are the LTE or Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (UMTS) networks, the roaming is referred to as an
in-band roaming. Even being the in-band roaming, services
provided by the home network and the visited network may
also be different.

The SMS is for the purpose of transmitting information
through a Service Centre (SC) between a Short Message
Entity (SME) and a user equipment. The SMS includes
Mobile Originated (MO) services and Mobile Terminating
(MT) services, i.e., including the user equipment transmitting
or receiving information. The network architecture of the
transmission of the CS SMS is shown in FIG. 2, an SME and
an SMS-SC are included outside the 3GPP or GSM network,
and an SMS Gateway Mobile Switching Center (GMSC) or
an SMS Interconnect Mobile Switching Center IWMSC), an
SMS router, a MSC or Visitor Location Register (VLR) or a
Service GPRS Support Node (SGSN) and a Mobile Station
(MS) are included in the 3GPP or GSM network.

With respect to the demand for LTE packet access, the
3GPP proposes requirements of PS-only SMS, i.e., the SMS
being implemented through the PS domain, the PS-only here
includes two cases: one is that the SMS can only be imple-
mented through the PS domain; and the other is that if the
SMS cannot be implemented through the PS, it can also be
implemented through the CS,; i.e., PS-preferred.

At present, the SMS in the 3GPP can be implemented
through a CS domain or a PS domain, wherein the traditional
2/3G networks generally use the CS domain SMS, for the
EPS system, the core network uses packet architecture, there
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are the following several schemes for implementing the EPS
SMS: SMS over IP Multimedia Subsystem (IMS), CS Fall-
Back (CSFB), SMS over SGs etc., and the EPS structural
diagram of CSFB and SMS over SGs are illustrated in FIG. 3.
All the above schemes are based on the auxiliary systems or
add the interfaces from the PS to the circuit domain to imple-
ment the SMS, and in the related art, there has no specific
solutions for the PS SMS in the EPS. For the scene of LTE
in-band roaming, how to implement the SMS also has not
been solved.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The main purpose of the embodiments of the present docu-
ment is to provide a method, system for implementing a PS
SMS and a user equipment, which can solve the problem of
implementing the PS SMS in an EPS.

In order to solve the above problem, the present document
provides a method for implementing a PS SMS, comprising:

after receiving request message containing an SMS-only
indication transmitted by a user equipment, a mobility man-
agement entity enquiring subscription information of the user
equipment from a home subscriber server, and receiving the
subscription information of the user equipment returned by
the home subscriber server; and

when the mobility management entity supports the PS
SMS and the subscription information supports the PS SMS,
the mobility management entity transmitting request accep-
tance message to the user equipment, the mobility manage-
ment entity receiving and transmitting an SMS from and to
the user equipment through a Packet Switched domain.

The above method can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The method further comprises: when the mobility man-
agement entity supports the PS SMS, the mobility manage-
ment entity further transmitting an indication that the PS SMS
is supported to the home subscriber server;

after receiving the indication that the PS SMS is supported,
the home subscriber server registering the mobility manage-
ment entity as an SMS service node of the user equipment.

The above method can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The mobility management entity receiving and trans-
mitting an SMS from and to the user equipment through a PS
comprises:

the mobility management entity receiving and transmitting
the SMS through PS non access stratum signaling from and to
the user equipment.

The above method can further comprise the following fea-
tures. Wherein, the request acceptance message comprises
the following information: a Location Area Identity (LAI),
which is a non-broadcast LAI, and is not associated with a
Visitor Location Register (VLR); a Temporary Mobile Sub-
scriber Identity (TMSI), which is a reserved TMSI; and an
International Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI) attach is for
the purpose of SMS-only.

The above method can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The method further comprises:

when the mobility management entity supports the PS
SMS and the subscription information of the user equipment
does not support the PS SMS, or the mobility management
entity does not support the PS SMS and the subscription
information of the user equipment is PS-preferred, the mobil-
ity management entity receiving and transmitting the SMS
through a circuit Switched domain or an SGs interface from
and to the user equipment; and/or

when the mobility management entity does not support the
PS SMS and the subscription information of the user equip-
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ment is PS-only, the mobility management entity rejecting the
request containing the SMS-only indication from the user
equipment.

The above method can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The mobility management entity is a home mobility
management entity of the user equipment, or is a visited
mobility management entity of the user equipment.

The above method can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The request message containing an SMS-only indica-
tion is combined Attach/location update request message.

The present document further provides a system for imple-
menting a PS SMS, comprising a mobility management entity
and a home subscriber server, wherein,

the mobility management entity is configured to, after
receiving request message containing an SMS-only indica-
tion transmitted by a user equipment, enquire subscription
information of the user equipment from the home subscriber
server, receive the subscription information of the user equip-
ment returned by the home subscriber server, when the mobil-
ity management entity supports a PS SMS and the subscrip-
tion information supports the PS SMS, transmit request
acceptance message to the user equipment, and receive and
transmit an SMS from and to the user equipment; and

the home subscriber server is configured to store the sub-
scription information of the user equipment; and return the
subscription information of the user equipment to the mobil-
ity management entity after receiving the request for enquir-
ing the subscription information of the user equipment from
the mobility management entity.

The above system can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The mobility management entity is further configured
to, when the mobility management entity supports the PS
SMS, transmit an indication that the PS SMS is supported to
the home subscriber server;

the home subscription server is further configured to after
receiving the indication that the PS SMS is supported, register
the mobility management entity as an SMS service node of
the user equipment.

The above system can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The mobility management entity is configured to
receive and transmit the SMS through PS non access stratum
signaling from and to the user equipment.

The above system can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The request acceptance message comprises the follow-
ing information: a Location Area Identity (LAI), which is a
non-broadcast LAI and is not associated with a Visitor Loca-
tion Register (VLR); a Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity
(TMSI), which is a reserved TMSI; and an International
Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI) attach is for the purpose of
SMS-only.

The above system can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The mobility management entity is further configured
to:

when the mobility management entity supports the PS
SMS and the subscription information of the user equipment
does not support the PS SMS, or the mobility management
entity does not support the PS SMS and the subscription
information of the user equipment is PS-preferred, receive
and transmit the SMS through a circuit Switched domain or
an SGs interface from and to the user equipment; and/or

when the mobility management entity does not support the
PS SMS and the subscription information of the user equip-
ment is PS-only, reject the request containing the SMS-only
indication from the user equipment.

The above system can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The mobility management entity is a home mobility

10

25

30

35

40

45

55

65

4

management entity of the user equipment, or is a visited
mobility management entity of the user equipment.

The above system can further comprise the following fea-
tures. The request message containing an SMS-only indica-
tion is combined Attach/location update request message.

The present document further provides a user equipment,
comprising:

a registering unit, configured to register subscription infor-
mation about whether the user equipment supports the PS
SMS at a home subscriber server;

a requesting unit, configured to transmit request message
containing an SMS-only indication to the mobility manage-
ment entity; and

a short message receiving and transmitting unit, configured
to receive and transmit an SMS through a PS from and to the
mobility management entity after receiving the request
acceptance message transmitted by the mobility management
entity.

The above user equipment can further comprise the follow-
ing features. The user equipment is configured to receive and
transmit the SMS through PS non access stratum signaling
from and to the mobility management entity.

The embodiments of the present document provide a
method for implementing a PS SMS in an EPS, comprising: a
user equipment (UE) transmitting an SMS-only indication to
a mobility management entity (MME), the MME transmit-
ting a response to the UE according to subscription data and
capability of'its own, and if the MME and the UE supports the
PS SMS, receiving and transmitting through a PS domain;
otherwise, receiving and transmitting through a CS or SGs
interface. The embodiments of the present document further
provide a system for implementing a PS domain SMS in an
EPS and a user equipment. By the scheme of the embodi-
ments of the present document, the problem of implementing
the PS domain SMS in the EPS system can be solved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a structural diagram of an existing 3GPP EPS;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a network architecture for CS
domain SMS transmission in the related art;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an EPS architecture of CSFB and
SMS over SGs in the related art;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a system framework according to an
embodiment of the present document;

FIG. 51s aflowchart of a method for implementing PS SMS
according to embodiment one of the present document;

FIG. 6is aflowchart of a method for implementing PS SMS
according to embodiment two of the present document;

FIG. 71is aflowchart of a method for implementing PS SMS
according to embodiment three of the present document;

FIG. 8 is a structural diagram of a system for implementing
PS SMS according to an embodiment of the present docu-
ment; and

FIG. 9 is a structural diagram of a user equipment for
implementing PS SMS according to an embodiment of the
present document.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

The embodiments of the present document will be
described in detail below in conjunction with accompanying
drawings. It should be illustrated that, embodiments in the
present application and features in the embodiments can be
randomly combined with each other without conflict.
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The embodiments of the present document provide a
method for implementing a PS SMS, comprising:

after receiving request message containing an SMS-only
indication transmitted by a user equipment, a mobility man-
agement entity enquiring subscription information of the user
equipment from a home subscriber server, and receiving the
subscription information of the user equipment returned by
the home subscriber server; and

when the mobility management entity supports the PS
SMS and the subscription information supports the PS SMS,
the mobility management entity transmitting request accep-
tance message to the user equipment, the mobility manage-
ment entity receiving and transmitting an SMS from and to
the user equipment through a PS.

Wherein, the method further comprises: when the mobility
management entity supports the PS SMS, the mobility man-
agement entity further transmitting an indication that the PS
SMS is supported to the home subscriber server;

after receiving the indication that the PS SMS is supported,
the home subscriber server registering the mobility manage-
ment entity as an SMS service node of the user equipment.

Wherein, the mobility management entity receiving and
transmitting an SMS from and to the user equipment through
a PS comprises:

the mobility management entity receiving and transmitting
the SMS through PS non access stratum signaling from and to
the user equipment.

Wherein, the request acceptance message comprises the
following information: a L.ocation Area Identity (LLAI), which
is a non-broadcast [LAI, and is not associated with a Visitor
Location Register (VLR); a Temporary Mobile Subscriber
Identity (TMSI), which is a reserved TMSI; and an Interna-
tional Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI) attach is for the
purpose of SMS-only.

Wherein, the method further comprises:

when the mobility management entity supports the PS
SMS and the subscription information of the user equipment
does not support the PS SMS, or the mobility management
entity does not support the PS SMS and the subscription
information of the user equipment is PS-preferred, the mobil-
ity management entity receiving and transmitting the SMS
through a circuit Switched domain or an SGs interface from
and to the user equipment; and/or

when the mobility management entity does not support the
PS SMS and the subscription information of the user equip-
ment is PS-only, the mobility management entity rejecting the
request containing the SMS-only indication from the user
equipment.

Wherein, the mobility management entity is a home mobil-
ity management entity of the user equipment, or is a visited
mobility management entity of the user equipment.

Wherein, the request message containing an SMS-only
indication is combined Attach/location update request mes-
sage.

The implementation process and principle of the method of
the present document will be described below in detail in
combination with specific embodiments.

The system architecture of the present document is shown
in FIG. 4, wherein the MME supports the SMS function, the
MME is connected to the GMSC/IWMSC through an E inter-
face to receive and transmit the SMS, and the MME is con-
nected to the HSS through an S6a interface; in the in-band
roaming scene, the MME can receive and transmit the SMS
through an SGs interface, and can obtain the SMS subscrip-
tion information through a D interface.
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Embodiment One

The present embodiment implements a method for imple-
menting a PS SMS for alocal non-roaming scene, as shown in
FIG. 5, comprising the following steps.

In step 501, a UE initiates a combined attach/location
update (combined Attach/TAU) request, wherein, the request
message comprises an SMS-only indication;

the combined attach refers to EPS/IMSI attach, wherein,
the IMSI attach is for the purpose of SMS-only; the location
update refers to TAU/LAU;

The combined attach/TAU is transmitted to a correspond-
ing MME.

In addition to the combined attach/location update mes-
sage, those skilled in the art can easily conceive that other
request can also contain the SMS-only indication, for
example, a service request or other newly established request
message.

In step 502, the MME enquires the subscription informa-
tion of the UE from the HSS, and when the MME supports the
PS SMS, the MME transmits an indication that the PS SMS is
supported to the HSS;

Wherein, the indication that the PS SMS is supported can
be carried when the subscription information is enquired, or
the indication can also be transmitted independently.

The MME refers to a serving MME in the area where the
UE is located, and in the present embodiment, the MME
supports the PS SMS function;

the MME receives the combined attach/TAU request mes-
sage of the UE, enquires the subscription information of the
UE from the HSS through an S6a interface; the HSS is a local
HSS of the UE, i.e., the UE stores the subscription informa-
tion in the HSS; the subscription information contains PS-
only related information;

The MME transmits indication information that the PS
SMS is supported to the HSS, at this time, the MME registers
with the HSS as a MSC for implementing the SMS, and if the
subsequent UE registers with a new MSC, the HSS replaces
the MME with a new MSC as an entity for implementing the
SMS.

In step 503, the MME determines whether the subscription
information is PS-only/PS-preferred, if the subscription
information is PS-only/PS-preferred, it is to turn to step 504,
if the subscription information is not PS-only/PS-preferred, it
is to turn to step 506;

specifically, PS-only subscription information comprises
the following two types: PS-only and PS-preferred. Wherein,
the PS-only refers to UE only being able to obtain services
including an SMS through a PS; the PS-preferred refers to the
UE being able to obtain the services including an SMS
through a CS domain when the PS domain is unavailable;

specifically, the MME obtains the PS-only subscription
information through an S6a interface, if there exists PS-only
subscription information, it is illustrated that the UE supports
the PS SMS; otherwise, the UE does not support the PS SMS.

In step 504, the MME transmits combined Attach/TAU
acceptance message to the UE;

the acceptance message at least includes the following
information: a Location Area Identity (LLAI); wherein, the
LAI is a non-broadcast LAI and is not associated to any
Visitor Location Register (VLR);

the acceptance message further includes: a Temporary
Mobile Subscriber Identity (TMSI), which is a reserved
TMSI, i.e., the TMSI will not conflict with other TMSIs in
use;
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the acceptance message further includes: an International
Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI), attach is for the purpose
of SMS-only.

In step 505, the SMS is received and transmitted using PS
NAS signaling between the MME and the UE, and the pro-
cedure ends.

The SMS is encapsulated in the NAS signaling, and is
received and transmitted between the MME and the UE; if the
UE is inan RRC Idle mode, the MME first initiates paging, or
transmits a PS Mobile Terminated-SMS (MT-SMS, a called
SMS) to the UE after waiting for the UE to be connected to the
network.

In step 506, the procedure continues according to the exist-
ing combined Attach/TAU, and the SMS is transmitted
through the CS domain.

Specifically, the UE initiates a location update request,
registers with the VLR, completes the registration/update
process of the CS domain, and the SMS is transmitted through
the CS domain.

In the above embodiment, if the MME does not support the
PS SMS and the subscription information of the UE is PS-
only, the MME rejects the combined Attach/TAU of the UE;
if the MME does not support PS SMS and the subscription
information ofthe UE is PS-preferred, the SMS is transmitted
through the CS domain between the MME and the UE.

Embodiment Two

The embodiment implements a method for processing a PS
SMS for a scene of in-band roaming and the home network
not supporting the PS SMS, and as shown in FIG. 6, the
method comprises the following steps.

In step 601, a UE initiates a combined attach/location
update (combined Attach/TAU) request, wherein, the request
message comprises an SMS-only indication;

The present step is the same as step 501, and is not
described here again.

In step 602, the visited MME obtains the SMS subscription
information on the HSS through a D interface;

As the home network does not support the PS SMS, the S6a
interface does not provide SMS subscription information; the
visited MME obtains the SMS subscription information on
the HSS through the D interface; if the visited MME inte-
grates the MSC function, the visited MME obtains the SMS
subscription information through the D interface directly;
otherwise, the MSC obtains the SMS subscription informa-
tion through the D interface, and then transmits the SMS
subscription information to the visited MME through an SGs
interface.

In step 603, whether the visited MME supports the PS SMS
is determined, if the visited MME supports the PS SMS, it is
to perform step 604, if the visited MME does not support the
PS SMS, it is to perform step 608;

Supporting PS SMS refers to that there is an E interface
between the MME and the GMSC/IWMSC, the MME can
receive and transmit the SMS through the E interface, and the
MME can encapsulate the SMS in the NAS signaling, or
parses the SMS out from the NAS signaling.

In step 604, the visited MME transmits an indication that
the PS SMS is supported to the HSS;

the visited MME transmits the indication information that
the PS SMS is supported to the HSS through the D interface;

If'the visited MME integrates the MSC function, the visited
MME directly transmits the information to the HSS through
the D interface; otherwise, the visited MME transmits the
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indication information to the MSC through the SGs interface,
and then the MSC transmits the information to the HSS
through the D interface.

In step 605, whether the subscription information is PS-
only/PS-preferred is determined, if the subscription informa-
tion is PS-only/PS-preferred, it is to turn to step 606, if the
subscription information is not PS-only/PS-preferred, it is to
turn to step 608;

The present step is the same as step 503, and is not
described here again.

In step 606, the visited MME transmits combined Attach/
TAU acceptance message to the UE;

The present step is the same as step 504, and is not
described here again.

In step 607, an SMS is received and transmitted using PS
NAS signaling between the MME and the UE, and the pro-
cedure ends;

The present step is the same as step 505, and is not
described here again.

In step 608, the visited MME and the UE receive and
transmit the SMS through the SGs interface, and the proce-
dure ends.

The SGs interface can be located between the MME and
the MSC, or is located in the MME, and if the SGs is located
in the MME, the MME integrates the MSC function;

the SGs is located between the MME and the MSC server,
and the SGs is used for mobile management and paging
procedures between the EPS and the CS, and is based on Gs
interface (SGSN-MSC server) procedure. The SGs is also
used for transmitting MO/MT SMS.

Receiving and transmitting the SMS through the SGs inter-
face uses the steps in the related art, and will not be described
here again.

Embodiment Three

The embodiment implements a method for processing
effective time in trigger information for a scene of in-band
roaming and the visited network not supporting a PS SMS,
and as shown in FIG. 7, the method comprises the following
steps.

In step 701, a UE initiates a combined attach/location
update (combined Attach/TAU) request, wherein, the request
message comprises an SMS-only indication;

The present step is the same as step 501, and is not
described here again.

In step 702, the visited MME obtains the SMS subscription
information on the HSS through a D interface;

the visited MME does not support the PS SMS, and thus
can not obtain the SMS subscription information through an
enhanced S6a interface, and the visited MME obtains the
SMS subscription information through the D interface;

Ifthe visited MME integrates the MSC function, the visited
MME directly obtains the SMS subscription information
through the D interface; otherwise, the MSC obtains the SMS
subscription information through the D interface, and then
transmits the information to the visited MME through the
SGs interface.

In step 703, whether the subscription information is PS-
only is determined, ifthe subscription information is PS-only,
it is to turn to step 704, if the subscription information is not
PS-only, it is to turn to step 705;

if the subscription information is PS-only, the PS SMS can
not be implemented;

if the subscription information is PS-preferred, the SMS is
implemented through the SGs interface.
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In step 704, the visited MME transmits IMSI attach/LAU
reject message to the UE, and the procedure ends.

The reject message includes: a reject reason; the reject
reason is that the visited MME does not support PS SMS and
the subscription information requires PS-only.

In step 705, the visited MME transmits combined Attach/
TAU acceptance message to the UE;

The acceptance message contains: an IMSI attach for
SMS-only indication; and the acceptance message further
includes information in the related art, such as LAI, TMSI
etc., and the visited MME initiates a location update request
to the VLR, which will not be described here again.

In step 706, the visited MME and the UE receive and
transmit the SMS through the SGs interface, and the proce-
dure ends.

The present step is the same as step 608, and is not
described here again.

The present document further provides a system for pro-
cessing a PS SMS, and as shown in FIG. 8, the system com-
prises: a Mobility Management Entity MME 81, a Home
Subscriber Server HSS82, and can further comprise a User
Equipment UE83, wherein,

the MMEA41 is configured to receive combined attach/lo-
cation update request message transmitted by the UES3,
request the subscription information from the HSS82 and
transmit indication information that the SMS is supported,
and receive the subscription information of the UE transmit-
ted by the HSS82; when the MME41 itself supports a PS SMS
and the subscription information supports the PS SMS, trans-
mit combined attach/location update acceptance message to
the UES83, receive and transmit an SMS through PS NAS
signaling from and to the UE83, generate SMS charging
information; and the MME41 is further configured to transmit
combined attach/TAU acceptance message before receiving
and transmitting an SMS through the PS from and to the
UES83; the combined attach/location update request accep-
tance message includes the following information: a Location
Area Identity [LAI, which is a non-broadcast LAI, and is not
associated to a Visited Location Register VLR; a Temporary
Mobile Subscriber Identity TMSI, which is a reserved TMSI;
and an International Mobile Subscriber Identity IMSI attach
is for the purpose of SMS-only.

The HSS82 is configured to store the subscription infor-
mation of the MMES81 and UES83, receive the enquiring
request of the MMES81 and the indication that the SMS is
supported, transmit the subscription information of the UE83
to the MMES81; the MMES81 registers with the HSS82, the
HSS82 registers the MMES1 as an SMS service node (such as
a MSC) for implementing an SMS, and when the UES3
registers with a new MSC, the HSS82 updates the MMES81
with a new MSC for implementing an SMS;

the UES83 is configured to transmit subscription informa-
tion to the HSS82, transmit combined attach/location update
request message to the MME81; receive the combined attach/
location update acceptance message transmitted by the
MMES81; receive and transmit an SMS through a PS.

The MMES81 can be a visited MME, or can also be a home
MME.

The MMES81 is further configured to, when the MMES81
itself supports the PS SMS and the subscription information
of the UE83 does not support the PS SMS, or the MMES1
itself does not support the PS SMS and the subscription
information ofthe UE83 is PS-preferred, receive and transmit
the SMS through a CS or an SGs interface from and to the
UES83; and/or
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When the MMES81 itself does not support the PS SMS and
the subscription information of the UE83 is PS-only, reject
the combined attach/location update request from the UE83.

The present document further provides a UE for imple-
menting a PS SMS, as shown in FIG. 9, the UE includes a
requesting unit 91, an SMS receiving and transmitting unit 92
and a registering unit 93, wherein,

the requesting unit 91 is configured to transmit combined
Attach/location update request message to the MMES81;

the short message receiving and transmitting unit 92 is
configured to receive and transmit an SMS through a PS from
and to the mobility management entity after receiving the
Attach/location update acceptance message transmitted by
the MMES81. Specifically, the SMS is received and transmit-
ted through non access stratum signaling.

The registering unit 93 is configured to register subscrip-
tion information about whether the UE supports the PS SMS
with a HSS.

The above description is only preferable embodiments of
the present document, and is not used to limit the protection
scope of the present document.

A person having ordinary skill in the art can understand
that all or a part of steps in the above method can be imple-
mented by programs instructing related hardware, the pro-
grams can be stored in a computer readable storage medium,
such as aread-only memory, a disk or a disc etc. Alternatively,
all or a part of steps in the above embodiments can also be
implemented by one or more integrated circuits. Accordingly,
each module/unit in the above embodiments can be imple-
mented in the form of hardware, or can also be implemented
in the form of software functional module. The present docu-
ment is not limited to any particular form of a combination of
hardware and software.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The embodiments of the present document provide a
method for implementing a PS SMS in the EPS, comprising:
a UE transmitting an SMS-only indication to an MME, the
MME transmitting a response to the UE according to the
subscription data and the capability of its own, and if the
MME and the UE support PS SMS, receiving and transmit-
ting through the PS domain; otherwise, receiving and trans-
mitting through a CS or SGs interface. The embodiments of
the present document further provide a system for imple-
menting a PS domain SMS in the EPS and a user equipment.
By the scheme of the embodiments of the present document,
the problems of implementing the PS domain SMS in the EPS
system can be solved.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for implementing a Packet Switched domain
(PS) Short Message Service (SMS), comprising:

after receiving a request message containing an SMS-only

indication transmitted by a user equipment, a mobility
management entity (MME) enquiring about a subscrip-
tion information of the user equipment from a home
subscriber server, and receiving the subscription infor-
mation of the user equipment returned by the home
subscriber server; and

when the MME supports the PS SMS and the subscription

information supports the PS SMS, the MME transmit-
ting a request acceptance message to the user equipment,
the MME receiving and transmitting an SMS from and
to the user equipment through a Packet Switched
domain; wherein, the request acceptance message com-
prises the following information: a Location Area Iden-
tity (LAI), which is a non-broadcast LAl and is not
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associated with a Visitor Location Register (VLR); a
Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity (TMSI), which is
a reserved TMSI; and an International Mobile Sub-
scriber Identity (IMSI) attach which is for a purpose of
SMS-only;

when the MME supports the PS SMS, the MME further
transmitting an indication that the PS SMS is supported
to the home subscriber server;

after receiving the indication that the PS SMS is supported,

the home subscriber server registering the MME as an
SMS serving node of the user equipment.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein, the step of the
MME receiving and transmitting an SMS from and to the user
equipment through a PS comprises:

the MME receiving and transmitting the SMS through PS

non access stratum signaling from and to the user equip-
ment.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein, the method
further comprises:

when the MME supports the PS SMS and the subscription

information of the user equipment does not support the
PS SMS, or the MME does not support the PS SMS and
the subscription information of the user equipment is
PS-preferred, the MME receiving and transmitting the
SMS through a circuit switched domain or an SGs inter-
face from and to the user equipment; and/or

when the MME does not support the PS SMS and the

subscription information of the user equipment is PS-
only, the MME rejecting the request containing the
SMS-only indication from the user equipment.
4. The method according to claim 1, wherein, the MME is
a home MME of the user equipment, or is a visited MME of
the user equipment.
5. The method according to claim 1, wherein, the request
message containing an SMS-only indication is combined
Attach/location update request message.
6. A system for implementing a Packet Switched domain
(PS) Short Message Service (SMS), comprising a mobility
management entity (MME) and a home subscriber server,
wherein,
the MME is configured to, after receiving a request mes-
sage containing an SMS-only indication transmitted by
auser equipment, enquire about a subscription informa-
tion of the user equipment from the home subscriber
server, receive the subscription information of the user
equipment returned by the home subscriber server, when
the MME supports a PS SMS and the subscription infor-
mation supports the PS SMS, transmit a request accep-
tance message to the user equipment, and receive and
transmit an SMS from and to the user equipment through
a PS; wherein, the request acceptance message com-
prises the following information: a Location Area Iden-
tity (LAI), which is a non-broadcast LAl and is not
associated with a Visitor Location Register (VLR); a
Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity (TMSI), which is
a reserved TMSI; and an International Mobile Sub-
scriber Identity (IMSI) attach which is for a purpose of
SMS-only;

the home subscriber server is configured to store the sub-
scription information of the user equipment; and return
the subscription information of the user equipment to the
MME after receiving the request for enquiring the sub-
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scription information of the user equipment from the
mobility management entity;

the MME is further configured to, when the MME supports
the PS SMS, transmit an indication that the PS SMS is
supported to the home subscriber server;

the home subscription server is further configured to, after
receiving the indication that the PS SMS is supported,
register the MME as an SMS serving node of the user
equipment.

7. The system according to claim 6, wherein, the MME is
configured to receive and transmit the SMS through PS non
access stratum signaling from and to the user equipment.

8. The system according to claim 6, wherein,

the MME is further configured to:

when the MME supports the PS SMS and the subscription
information of the user equipment does not support the
PS SMS, or the MME does not support the PS SMS and
the subscription information of the user equipment is
PS-preferred, receive and transmit the SMS through a
circuit switched domain or an SGs interface from and to
the user equipment; and/or

when the MME does not support the PS SMS and the
subscription information of the user equipment is PS-
only, reject the request containing the SMS-only indica-
tion from the user equipment.

9. The system according to claim 6, wherein, the MME is

a home MME of the user equipment, or is a visited MME of
the user equipment.

10. The system according to claim 6, wherein, the request
message containing an SMS-only indication is combined
Attach/location update request message.

11. A user equipment for implementing a Packet Switched
domain (PS) Short Message Service (SMS), comprising:

a registering unit, configured to register subscription infor-

mation about whether the user equipment supports the
PS SMS with a home subscriber server;

a requesting unit, configured to transmit a request message
containing an SMS-only indication to the mobility man-
agement entity (MME); and

a short message receiving and transmitting unit, configured
to receive and transmit an SMS through a PS from and to
the MME after receiving the request acceptance mes-
sage transmitted by the mobility management entity;
wherein, the request acceptance message comprises the
following information: a Location Area Identity (LAI),
which is a non-broadcast LAl and is not associated with
a Visitor Location Register (VLR); a Temporary Mobile
Subscriber Identity (TMSI), which is a reserved TMSI;
and an International Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI)
attach which is for a purpose of SMS-only;

wherein when the MME supports the PS SMS, the MME
further transmits an indication that the PS SMS is sup-
ported to the home subscriber server; and after receiving
the indication that the PS SMS is supported, the home
subscriber server registers the MME as an SMS serving
node of the user equipment.

12. The user equipment according to claim 11, wherein, the
user equipment is configured to receive and transmit the SMS
through PS non access stratum signaling from and to the
mobility management entity.

#* #* #* #* #*



